
Electro Meridian Imaging 
 
In 1951 Yoshio Nakatani MD, PhD developed a method of measuring the meridian system of the body thru electronic 
measurements. He named his discovery “Ryodoraku”.  Ryo is good, do is electro conductive and raku is line.  Dr. 
Nakatani’s procedure of electronic evaluation of the meridian system first measured skin conductance at the Yaun point 
of the wrist and ankle.  This was one of the most significant acupuncture methods of diagnosis to be created, either 
traditional or modern.  
 
In 1982 Ryodoraku was re-named “Electro Meridian Imaging” (EMI) by Dr. John A. Amaro.  According to Dr. Amaro 
“When one compares the findings of learned Asian Masters of acupuncture using pulse diagnosis, with the findings of 
Ryodoraku, the meridians which are shown to be involved are identical.  Masters of acupuncture are known to palpate 
the 12 pulse positions for as long as 15 to 30 minutes per wrist in select cases.  Electronic evaluation of the 12 Yuan 
points takes less than a total of two minutes regardless of the complications of the case.”  
 
With modern EMI techniques these values are entered into the computer.  The doctor then evaluates if the meridians 
are too high or too low in relation to the base average. Perhaps the most significant discovery of Ryodoraku was that of 
split meridians.  This had never before been seen or described in the history of acupuncture.  Split meridians reflect a 
imbalance from one side of the body to the other.   
 
Much of acupuncture is based upon a balance of energy in the body.  Think of this energy as a very mild electrical 
current.  Too much energy, too little energy or an energy imbalance from one side of the body to the other will all  
inhibit the natural healing process.  By measuring the energy flow (electrical current) in body meridians, EMI is an 
effective painless method of meridian diagnosis, resulting in treatment that aids in the body’s recovery process, 
regardless of other treatment modalities.  EMI like other acupuncture techniques often enhances the positive healing 
aspects of different types of treatments.  So acupuncture and chiropractic, or acupuncture and nutrition, work better 
than acupuncture, chiropractic or nutrition alone.  
 

 This is the EMI measuring device.  
 

  This is a sample graph. Each bar represents a meridian line.  The 
graph shows represents energy of the 12  main meridians of the body compared to each other and from one side of the 
body to another.  
 



Treatment is based upon the balance of meridians.   
 

 This is an example of the lung meridian.  
 
More information on acupuncture and EMI is available in the office.   
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